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Although I am not denominationally Methodist, I am Australian and 
my heart is often strangely warmed, so this book was both 
illuminating and encouraging in equal measure. Its goal was to bring 
together regional, thematic and chronological approaches to 
Methodist history, in Australia and more generally in the South 
Pacific, in a series of seventeen chapters by local authors to prompt 
further writing on Antipodean Methodism and to fill the gap while 
we wait. The topics were decided as a result of extensive consultation, 
and treat a wide range of historical interests, for example 
colony/state distinctives, the place of Methodism in the British 
Empire, liturgy, academia, gender issues, historiography and legacy. 
The authors are expert in their fields, and are allowed to approach 
their topic mindful of the purpose of the volume and free to compose 
their chapter according to their own lights. Some chapters were more 
chronicling, and others more interpretative, but the overall 
achievement was pleasantly unified, not always possible in a volume 
with a variety of contributors. 

As an Australian, the sections on Methodist contribution to 
society and its relationship with the imperial agenda were especially 
satisfying. Belief in the providential character of the Empire spilled 
over into Methodist nation-building here (page 116). The bigger 
question of the nature of Federation was linked to Methodist heart 
religion and Romantic sensibilities, and the longer story of lay and 
female contributions to Methodist classes were tied to the movement 
for female political suffrage. Along the way, pithy definitions were 
given which may otherwise escape non-Methodists, for example the 
importance of the class meeting as an accountability rather than 
educational group (page 169), and the demise of class meetings was 
frequently mentioned as a portent of wider decline in Methodist 
identity and spirituality. I was also very appreciative of the 
distinctions made between Methodism in Victoria and elsewhere, 
given the mobility of early Victorian settlement and the more liberal 
theological inclinations which eventuated (page 58). Marxist 
interpretations of the movement were acknowledged, but more 
prominent were readings of the denominational shape of societies in 
the nineteenth century. 
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As an evangelical in the Anglican tradition, I valued learning here 
about my cousins in the cause, and the subtle but persistent role that 
heart religion had played not just in revivalist or conversionist 
expressions of Methodism, but in its social and cultural modes as 
well. Engagement with the writings of Phyllis Mack was evident, not 
only in the chapters treating Methodist historiography in particular. I 
had only dimly understood the various Methodist sub-groupings, 
here often described as the minor Methodists, which helped me to 
understand the nature of the Uniting Church of Australia, and the 
weaknesses (perhaps strengths) of the Wesleyan Methodists, with 
their more centralising and less revivalistic posture. I was more 
surprised that significant voices in the recent history of 
evangelicalism were neither named nor quoted, for example David 
Bebbington and his quadrilateral, or Gascoigne’s attention to the 
more rational edge of the Enlightenment project in the Australian 
colonies, especially since cultural parallels with other types of 
evangelicalism (for example in the US) were noted (page 269). 
There were several emotional moments for me, an alumnus of 
Queen’s College in the University of Melbourne, as names familiar 
from my undergraduate studies were placed in a bigger historical arc: 
Edward Sudgen, Calvert Barber, Raynor Johnson, Eric Osborn, to 
name just a few. The historical reasons for Methodists to join the 
Uniting Church were adequately explained, though theological 
debates as distinct from sociological ones in the modern period were 
less satisfactorily presented. There are other chapters I might have 
wished to include, but the ones collected here provide excellent 
overviews and insights into late modern religion in its Methodist and 
Australian guise. I commend it wholeheartedly. 
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